
 

__Red-shouldered Hawk—B 

__ Broad-winged Hawk—B 

__ Red-tailed Hawk—R 

__ Rough-legged Hawk—N 

OWLS 

__ Eastern Screech-Owl—R 

__ Great Horned Owl—R 

__ Barred Owl—R 

__ Northern Saw-whet Owl—R 

WOODPECKERS 

__ Yellow-bellied Sapsucker—B 

__ Red-headed Woodpecker—B 

__ Red-bellied Woodpecker—R 

__ Downy Woodpecker—R 

__ Hairy Woodpecker—R 

__ Pileated Woodpecker—R 

__ Northern Flicker—R 

FALCONS 

__ American Kestrel—B 

__ Merlin—M 

FLYCATCHERS 

__ Olive-sided Flycatcher—B 

__ Eastern Wood-Pewee—B 

__Least Flycatcher—B 

__Great Crested Flycatcher—B 

__Alder Flycatcher—B 

__ Yellow-bellied Flycatcher—B 

__ Eastern Phoebe—B 

__Eastern Kingbird—B 

SHRIKES 

__ Northern Shrike—N 

VIREOS 

__ Yellow-throated Vireo—B 

__Red-eyed Vireo—B 

__Philadelphia Vireo—M 

__Blue-headed Vireo—M/B 

__ Warbling Vireo—B 

 

MISC. WATERBIRDS 

__Pied-billed Grebe—B 

__ Belted Kingfisher—R 

__ Double-crested Cormorant—M 

__ Common Loon—B 

UPLAND GAME BIRDS 

__Wild Turkey—R 

__Ruffed Grouse—R 

PIGEONS & DOVES 

__ Rock Pigeon—R 

__ Mourning Dove—R 

CUCKOOS 

__ Yellow-billed Cuckoo—B 

__ Black-billed Cuckoo—B 

NIGHT JARS 

__ Common Nighthawk—B 

__ Eastern Whip-poor-will—B 

SWALLOWS 

__ Northern Rough-winged Swallow—B 

__ Tree Swallow—B 

__ Bank Swallow—B 

__ Barn Swallow—B 

__ Cliff Swallow—B 

SWIFTS & HUMMINGBIRDS 

__ Chimney Swift—B 

__ Ruby-throated Hummingbird—B 

CRANES 

__ Sandhill Crane—B 

DIURNAL BIRDS OF PREY 

__ Turkey Vulture—B 

__ Osprey—B 

__ Golden Eagle—M 

__ Northern Harrier—B 

__ Sharp-shinned Hawk—B 

__ Cooper’s Hawk—B 

__ American Goshawk—R 

__ Bald Eagle—B 

WATERFOWL 

__ Canada Goose—B 

__ Trumpeter Swan—B 

__ Mute Swan—R 

__ Tundra Swan—M 

__ Wood Duck—B 

__ Blue-winged Teal—B 

__ Mallard—B 

__ American Black Duck—R 

__ Canvasback—M 

__ Ring-necked Duck—B 

__ Lesser Scaup—M 

__ Bufflehead—N 

__ Common Goldeneye—N 

__ Hood Merganser—R 

__ Common Merganser—N 

PLOVERS &  SANDPIPERS 

__ Killdeer—B 

__ Upland Sandpiper—B 

__ Pectoral Sandpiper—M 

__ American Woodcock—B 

__ Solitary Sandpiper—M 

__Greater Yellowlegs—M 

__Lesser Yellowlegs—M 

GULLS & TERNS 

__ Ring-billed Gull—B 

__Caspian Tern—M 

HERONS & BITTERNS 

__ American Bittern—B 

__ Great Blue Heron—R 

__ Green Heron—B 

RAILS & COOTS 

__ Virginia Rail—B 

__ Sora—B 

__ American Coot—B 

10950 Hetherton Road 

Johannesburg, Michigan 
 

www.otsegoountymi.gov 
 

HOURS OF OPERATION 

 

SUMMER HOURS  

(MEMORIAL DAY—LABOR DAY) 

Sunday & Monday 10 am—6 pm 

Tuesday—Saturday—10 am—8 pm 

 

WINTER HOURS 

Monday & Tuesday CLOSED 

Wednesday—Sunday 10 am –6 pm 

BIRDING CHECKLIST 



This checklist is a comprehensive list of 

birds that You might see in the Louis M. 

Groen Nature Preserve, ranging from com-

mon backyard birds to birds you might 

only see during migration or breeding. 

Each bird has been designated as either: 

Resident = R 

Breeding—B 

Migratory = M 

Non-Breeding = N 

 

4 Keys to Bird Identification 

Adapted from the Cornell Lab of  

Ornithology (allaboutbirds.org) 

To help you ID the bird species  you see, 

use the 4 keys listed below. 

 

1. Size/shape 

The silhouette of a bird is helpful for ID. 

Compare its size to common birds you 

know well—Such as robins, chickadees, or 

crows.  Also notice The size of its features 

(beak, wings, tail, and legs). 

2. Color/Pattern 

Look for patterns in the bird’s coloration.  

Is the Color solid, streaked, or spotted?  Is 

there patterning  across its face, breast, or 

wings? 

3. Behavior/Voice 

Observe how the bird interacts with its 

environment  and other birds.  Is it social 

or solitary, hopping on the ground or up 

high in a tree?  Listen to any calls  or 

sounds it makes. 

4. Location/Habitat/Season 

Some birds have strong habitat prefer-

ences like Wetlands, grasslands, mature 

forests, lakes. 

 

BLACKBIRDS 

__ Brown-headed Cowbird—B 

__ Common Grackle—B 

__ Eastern Meadowlark—B 

__ Bobolink—B 

__ Baltimore Oriole—B 

__ Brewer’s Blackbird—B 

__ Red-winged Blackbird—B 

__ Rusty Blackbird—M 

WOOD WARBLERS 

__ Common Yellowthroat—B 

__ Ovenbird—B 

__ American Redstart—B 

__ Northern Waterthrush—B 

__ Cape May Warbler—M/B 

__ Mourning Warbler—B 

__ Orange-crowned Warbler—M 

__ Black-and-white Warbler—B 

__ Golden-winged Warbler—B 

__ Nashville Warbler—B 

__Magnolia Warbler—B 

__Blackburnian Warbler—B 

__ Blackpoll Warbler—M 

__Black-throated Warbler—B 

__ Chestnut-sided Warbler—B 

__Yellow-rumped Warbler—M/B 

__Yellow Warbler—B 

__ Tennessee Warbler—M 

__ Canada Warbler—B 

__ Wilson’s Warbler—M 

__Nashville Warbler—B 

__ Black-throated Green Warbler—B 

__Palm Warbler—M 

__ Pine Warbler—B 

__ Bay-breasted Warbler—M 

__ Northern Parula  - M/B 

FINCHES 

__ House Finch—R 

__ Purple Finch—R 

__ American Goldfinch—R 

__ Red Crossbill—R 

__ Evening Grosbeak—R 

__ Pine Grosbeak—N 

__ Pine Siskin—R 

__ White-winged Crossbill—R 

__ Common Redpoll—N 

MIMIDS 

__ Northern Mockinbird—R 

__ Gray Catbird—B 

__ Brown Thrasher—B 

CARDINALS & ALLIES 

__ Northern Cardinal—R 

__ Scarlet Tanager—B 

__ Rose-breasted Grosbeak—B 

OLD WORLD SPARROWS 

__ House Sparrow—R 

NEW WORLD SPARROWS 

__ Dark-eyed Junco—R 

__ Eastern Towhee—B 

__ Song Sparrow—B/R 

__ White-crowned Sparrow—M 

__ White-throated Sparrow 

__ American Tree Sparrow—N 

__ Chipping Sparrow—B 

__ Fox Sparrow—M 

__ Field Sparrow—B 

__ Grasshopper Sparrow—B 

__ Savannah Sparrow—B 

__ Swamp Sparrow—B 

__ Clay-colored Sparrow—B 

__ Lincoln’s Sparrow—M/B 

__ Vesper Sparrow—B 

 

CORVIDS 

__ Blue jays—R 

__ American Crow—R 

__ Common Raven—R 

CHICKADEES & TITMICE 

__ Black-capped Chickadee—R 

__ Tufted Titmouse—R 

LARKS, & BUNTINGS 

__ Horned Lark—B 

__ Snow Bunting—N 

KINGLETS 

__ Golden-crowned Kinglet—B 

NUTHATCHES 

__ White-breasted Nuthatch—R 

__ Red-breasted Nuthatch—R 

TREECREEPERS 

__ Brown Creeper—R 

GNATCATHERS 

__ Blue-gray Gnatcatcher—B 

WRENS 

__House Wren—B 

__Marsh Wren—B 

__ Sedge Wren—B 

__ Winter Wren—B 

STARLINGS 

__European Starling—R 

THRUSHES 

__American Robin—R 

__ Gray-cheeked Thrush—M 

__ Eastern Bluebird—B 

__ Wood Thrush—N 

__ Hermit Thrush—B 

__ Swainson’s Thrush—B/M 

__ Veery—B 

WAXWINGS 

__ Cedar Waxwing—R 

__ Bohemian Waxwing—N 



BIRDING CHECKLIST 

This checklist  is a comprehensive list of 

birds you might come across here at the 

Louis M. Groen Nature Preserve. 

Adapted from the Cornell Lab of  

Ornithology (allaboutbirds.org) 

 

1.  Size/shape 

The silhouette of a bird is helpful for ID. 

Compare its size to common birds you 

know well—Such as robins, chickadees,  

or crows.  Also notice The size of its fea-

tures (beak, wings, tail, and legs). 

2. Color/Pattern 

Look for patterns in the bird’s coloration.  

Is the Color solid, streaked, or spotted?  Is 

 there patterning  across its face, breast,  

or wings? 

3. Behavior/Voice 

Observe how the bird interacts with its 

environment  and other birds.  Is it so-

cial or solitary, hopping on the ground 

or up high in a tree?  Listen to any calls  

or sounds it makes. 

4. Location/Habitat/Season 

Some birds have strong habitat prefer-

ences like Wetlands, grasslands, ma-

ture forests, lakes.  Also, some birds 

you will only see during certain sea-

sons.   

Resident = R 

Breeding—B 

Migratory = M 

Non-Breeding = N 

CORVIDS 

__ Blue jays—R 

__ American Crow—R 

__ Common Raven—R 

CHICKADEES & TITMICE 

__ Black-capped Chickadee—R 

__ Tufted Titmouse—R 

LARKS, & BUNTINGS 

__ Horned Lark—B 

__ Snow Bunting—N 

__ Indigo Bunting—B 

KINGLETS 

__ Golden-crowned Kinglet—B 

__ Ruby-crowned Kinglet—B 

NUTHATCHES 

__ White-breasted Nuthatch—R 

__ Red-breasted Nuthatch—R 

TREECREEPERS 

__ Brown Creeper—R 

GNATCATHERS 

__ Blue-gray Gnatcatcher—B 

WRENS 

__House Wren—B 

__Marsh Wren—B 

__ Sedge Wren—B 

__ Winter Wren—B 

STARLINGS 

__European Starling—R 

THRUSHES 

__American Robin—R 

__ Gray-cheeked Thrush—M 

__ Eastern Bluebird—B 

__ Wood Thrush—N 

__ Hermit Thrush—B 

__ Swainson’s Thrush—B/M 

__ Veery—B 

WAXWINGS 

__ Cedar Waxwing—R 

__ Bohemian Waxwing—N 

FINCHES 

__ House Finch—R 

__ Purple Finch—R 

__ American Goldfinch—R 

__ Red Crossbill—R 

__ Evening Grosbeak—R 

__ Rose-breasted Grosbeak—B 

__ Pine Grosbeak—N 

__ Pine Siskin—R 

__ White-winged Crossbill—R 

__ Common Redpoll—N 

MIMIDS 

__ Northern Mockingbird—R 

__ Gray Catbird—B 

__ Brown Thrasher—B 

CARDINALS & ALLIES 

__ Northern Cardinal—R 

__ Scarlet Tanager—B 

OLD WORLD SPARROWS 

__ House Sparrow—R 

NEW WORLD SPARROWS 

__ Dark-eyed Junco—R 

__ Eastern Towhee—B 

__ Song Sparrow—B/R 

__ White-crowned Sparrow—M 

__ White-throated Sparrow 

__ American Tree Sparrow—N 

__ Chipping Sparrow—B 

__ Fox Sparrow—M 

__ Field Sparrow—B 

__ Grasshopper Sparrow—B 

__ Savannah Sparrow—B 

__ Swamp Sparrow—B 

__ Clay-colored Sparrow—B 

__ Lincoln’s Sparrow—M/B 

__ Vesper Sparrow—B 

 

Use these 4 Keys to help identify 



BLACKBIRDS 

__ Brown-headed Cowbird—B 

__ Common Grackle—B 

__ Eastern Meadowlark—B 

__ Bobolink—B 

__ Baltimore Oriole—B 

__ Brewer’s Blackbird—B 

__ Red-winged Blackbird—B 

__ Rusty Blackbird—M 

WOOD WARBLERS 

__ Common Yellowthroat—B 

__ Ovenbird—B 

__ American Redstart—B 

__ Northern Waterthrush—B 

__ Cape May Warbler—M/B 

__ Mourning Warbler—B 

__ Orange-crowned Warbler—M 

__ Black-and-white Warbler—B 

__ Golden-winged Warbler—B 

__ Nashville Warbler—B 

__Magnolia Warbler—B 

__Blackburnian Warbler—B 

__ Blackpoll Warbler—M 

__Black-throated Warbler—B 

__ Chestnut-sided Warbler—B 

__Yellow-rumped Warbler—M/B 

__Yellow Warbler—B 

__ Tennessee Warbler—M 

__ Canada Warbler—B 

__ Wilson’s Warbler—M 

__Nashville Warbler—B 

__ Black-throated Green Warbler—B 

__Palm Warbler—M 

__ Pine Warbler—B 

__ Bay-breasted Warbler—M 

__ Northern Parula  - M/B 

WATERFOWL 

__ Canada Goose—B 

__ Trumpeter Swan—B 

__ Mute Swan—R 

__ Tundra Swan—M 

__ Wood Duck—B 

__ Blue-winged Teal—B 

__ Mallard—B 

__ American Black Duck—R 

__ Canvasback—M 

__ Ring-necked Duck—B 

__ Lesser Scaup—M 

__ Bufflehead—N 

__ Common Goldeneye—N 

__ Hood Merganser—R 

__ Common Merganser—N 

PLOVERS &  SANDPIPERS 

__ Killdeer—B 

__ Upland Sandpiper—B 

__ Pectoral Sandpiper—M 

__ American Woodcock—B 

__ Solitary Sandpiper—M 

__Greater Yellowlegs—M 

__Lesser Yellowlegs—M 

GULLS & TERNS 

__ Ring-billed Gull—B 

__Caspian Tern—M 

HERONS & BITTERNS 

__ American Bittern—B 

__ Great Blue Heron—R 

__ Green Heron—B 

RAILS & COOTS 

__ Virginia Rail—B 

__ Sora—B 

__ American Coot—B 

MISC. WATERBIRDS 

__Pied-billed Grebe—B 

__ Belted Kingfisher—R 

__ Double-crested Cormorant—M 

__ Common Loon—B 

UPLAND GAME BIRDS 

__Wild Turkey—R 

__Ruffed Grouse—R 

PIGEONS & DOVES 

__ Rock Pigeon—R 

__ Mourning Dove—R 

CUCKOOS 

__ Yellow-billed Cuckoo—B 

__ Black-billed Cuckoo—B 

NIGHT JARS 

__ Common Nighthawk—B 

__ Eastern Whip-poor-will—B 

SWALLOWS 

__ Northern Rough-winged Swallow—B 

__ Tree Swallow—B 

__ Bank Swallow—B 

__ Barn Swallow—B 

__ Cliff Swallow—B 

SWIFTS & HUMMINGBIRDS 

__ Chimney Swift—B 

__ Ruby-throated Hummingbird—B 

CRANES 

__ Sandhill Crane—B 

DIURNAL BIRDS OF PREY 

__ Turkey Vulture—B 

__ Osprey—B 

__ Golden Eagle—M 

__ Northern Harrier—B 

__ Sharp-shinned Hawk—B 

__ Cooper’s Hawk—B 

__ American Goshawk—R 

__ Bald Eagle—B 

__Red-shouldered Hawk—B 

__ Broad-winged Hawk—B 

__ Red-tailed Hawk—R 

__ Rough-legged Hawk—N 

OWLS 

__ Eastern Screech-Owl—R 

__ Great Horned Owl—R 

__ Barred Owl—R 

__ Northern Saw-whet Owl—R 

WOODPECKERS 

__ Yellow-bellied Sapsucker—B 

__ Red-headed Woodpecker—B 

__ Red-bellied Woodpecker—R 

__ Downy Woodpecker—R 

__ Hairy Woodpecker—R 

__ Pileated Woodpecker—R 

__ Northern Flicker—R 

FALCONS 

__ American Kestrel—B 

__ Merlin—M 

FLYCATCHERS 

__ Olive-sided Flycatcher—B 

__ Eastern Wood-Pewee—B 

__Least Flycatcher—B 

__Great Crested Flycatcher—B 

__Alder Flycatcher—B 

__ Yellow-bellied Flycatcher—B 

__ Eastern Phoebe—B 

__Eastern Kingbird—B 

SHRIKES 

__ Northern Shrike—N 

VIREOS 

__ Yellow-throated Vireo—B 

__Red-eyed Vireo—B 

__Philadelphia Vireo—M 

__Blue-headed Vireo—M/B 

__ Warbling Vireo—B 


